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friends at the time to be rash and impolitic. The General himself was far from desiring it; but there was no help for it, and he submitted with a good grace. He was a soldier and knew how to obey as well as to command. It is proper, however, to state that the members of the Legislature who were in favor of electing Colonel Williams declared themselves to be decidedly the friends of General Jackson; but they maintained that to support the latter did not make it necessary to sacrifice the former. The active and most decided of the General's friends, however, differed with them in opinion. They had no doubt that to sustain Colonel Williams tinder such circumstances would be injurious to the prospects of the General for the presidency."
When a member of the Legislature wrote General Jackson to know if he would allow his name to be used as a candidate for the Senate against Colonel Williams, Jackson replied :
"I have earnestly to request my friends and beg of you not to press me to an acceptance of the appointment. If appointed, I could not decline, and yet, in accepting it I should do great violence to my wishes and to my feelings. The length of time I have passed in public service authorizes me to make this request, which with my friends I trust will be considered reasonable and proper.". He was accordingly nominated to the Legi lature by Major Maney, a highly respectable member fro; Williamson County, and he ,was elected as I anticipated t quite a large majority. Had he been beaten it might po sibly have destroyed, or at least impaired his prospects f< the presidency; but his defeat it was believed would not 1 more blasting in its effect than the election of Colonel Wi liams under all the circumstances of the case.
